God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Fifty: John’s Vision on Patmos
Texts: [image: image1.jpg]


Revelation 1:1-3; 1:9-11; 2:8-11; 4:1-9; 5:5-10; 17:3-6; 20:11-14; 21:1-5; 22:1-5
T
he final book of the New Testament was revealed to the Apostle John near the close of the First Century. John was on the island of Patmos, off the shore of modern day Turkey “for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (1:9). History indicates that John was exiled there during the persecution of the emperor Domitian.

John is shown a vision in which God “signified” (1:2) to him “things which must shortly take place” (1:1). To signify is to show something by signs and symbols. The book of Revelation (like the dreams of Joseph and Pharaoh) used figurative language to show what would happen. 


The book starts with seven short letters to seven church in Asia Minor near Patmos. In each the Lord rebukes and encourages them to faithfulness (2:1-3:21). After this John is shown a vision of heaven in which the throne of God is surrounded by twenty-four elders (4:1-4). These appear to represent the twelve apostles with the twelve sons of Jacob. Outside of these are “four living creatures” (4:6-9). Based on the descriptions of the different creatures is seems likely that this represents the people of God surrounding the throne of God. In the wilderness the Israelites camped in groups under standards which may match the animals mentioned here (cf. Numbers 10, Ezekiel 1).  In the midst of this assembly of heaven Jesus, the Lamb is declared “worthy” because He shed His blood to redeem mankind (5:5-10).

Throughout much of the rest of the book John is shown a series of cycles in which God’s people are oppressed and then ultimately delivered by God. This was probably intended to offer the Christians facing such horrible persecution comfort. A key to interpreting the source of persecution comes in chapter seventeen. John is shown a vision of a woman riding a scarlet beast, who is called “Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots” (17:3-6). Babylon was the nation in the history of Israel which carried Judah into captivity. In the first century Christians began to call Rome “Babylon” because of its persecution of Christians (cf. 1 Pet. 5:13). This allowed them to speak against Rome without stirring up more persecution. John is told that the woman “is that great city which reigns over the kings of the earth” (17:18). In John’s day that was Rome.

The close of the book describes final judgment in which all are resurrected and brought before the throne of God to be judged (20:11-14). Those whose names are not found in the “Book of Life” are cast into the “lake of fire which is the second death” (20:14-15). What a frightening image!  Those whose names are in the Book of Life are granted access to the “New Jerusalem” which John sees coming down out of heaven (21:1-2). Here there is no death, pain, or sorrow (21:4). Here the saved have access to the water of life, the tree of life and can see the face of God ( 22:1-5). If we will follow Jesus this is where we all can live in the age to come.
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	50
	2 Timothy 3-4
	Titus
	Philemon
	Hebrews 1-4
	Hebrews 5-7
	Hebrews 8-10
	Hebrews 11-13


Study Questions
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1.  Why was John on Patmos (1:9)?

2.  Why were these things revealed to John (1:1)?

3.  List the seven churches of Asia (2:1-3:21): 1)



2) ____________________ 3) ______________________ 4) 



5) ____________________ 6) ______________________ 7) 


4.  What does Revelation 17:18 say the harlot represents?



Where was this at the time John wrote?
 

5.  Some falsely teach that Revelation 20:4-10 teaches that Jesus will return to reign on the earth for 1000 years. Does this text say anything about Jesus reigning on earth?


When did Jesus begin to reign (Matt. 28:18)?


When did Daniel promise the kingdom of the Messiah would begin (Dan. 2:44)?


6.  According to what, does Revelation 20:13 teach that God will judge man on the last day?
7.  List some things that describe life in the “New Jerusalem” (Rev. 21:3-4).


8.  What does Revelation 22:2 teach is in the middle of the “New Jerusalem?”



When did mankind lose access to this (Gen. 3:22-24)?



Who will have the right to it (Rev. 22:14)?

Key Passage: “Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death” (Revelation 12:10-11).


	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	51
	James 1-3
	James 4-5
	1 Peter 1-3 
	1 Peter 4-5
	2 Peter
	1 John 1-3
	1 John 4-5

	52
	2 John
	3 John
	Jude
	Revelation 1-6
	Revelation 7-11
	Revelation 12-17
	Revelation 18-22


This Week’s Reading Schedule





Final Reading Schedule
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